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bad plan, since the greatest sculptors will generally
not enter into competition, because they are
constantly employed, nor will they compete with
young men unknown to fame. Competition, there-
fore, only brings forth mediocrity. It is true there
are among young sculptors many men of talent, but
they have not the necessary experience and practice
to perform great works. In the competition for
the Wellington monument, not one of the
celebrated sculptors of Europe sent in models.
I will here take occasion to mention the mode of
proceeding at the Academy of St. Luke, when the
members have to judge of sculpture and paintings
for the prizes. When the models are to be judged
the place is filled with the academicians, painters
and sculptors, examining the models submitted to
them. When the secretary rings his little bell to
call the sculptors to their task, all the painters
retire and the sculptors are left alone to form their
decision upon the models; the latter do not con-
sider that the painters are sufficient judges in their
department, and again the painters exclude the
sculptors when the former decide upon the paint-
ings submitted for the premiums. Each to his
own profession.
The judges upon the models submitted for the
Wellington monument had neither sculptors nor
painters among them on that important occasion.
Prom my long experience of the Academy of